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1
RECEIVER OF REMOTE CONTROL DEVICE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. 119 to
Japanese Patent Application No. 2013-155861, filed on Jul.
26, 2013, which application is hereby incorporated by refer-
ence in its entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a remote control device
configured to operate an industrial machine such as a machine
tool, a textile machine, and a transportation device.

2. Description of the Related Art

An industrial machine such as the machine tool, a textile
machine, and a transportation machine is configured so as to
be operable by aperson via a remote control device connected
by a cable. The remote control device for operating the
machine tool, for example, operates a stage or a loader by use
of'a rotary encoder. The rotary encoder outputs two signals of
an A output and a B output, and the signals are input to a
control board of the machine tool (the industrial machine)
through the cable.

Since such a wired remote control device is connected to a
main body of the industrial machine via the cable, a field of
activities of an operator is limited by the cable, and further-
more, there is an inconvenient aspect in that care must be
taken to handle the cable. A use of wireless communication is
thus considered.

Upon employment of the wireless communication, it is
considered that, for example, sampling the pulse signals of
the A output and the B output of the rotary encoder is executed
on a periodic basis and then the pulse signals are transmitted
via a network such as a wireless LAN (wireless Local Area
Network). However, since a packet is transmitted with short
periods, a problem arises in which a traffic is increased.

Although not in a field of the remote control device, in a
field of an AC servo motor, there is known an art in which
outputs of the A output and the B output from the rotary
encoder are counted by an edge counter, the count value
indicating a rotational position is transmitted by wired serial
communication, and then signals of the rotary encoder are
regenerated based on the received data.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

However, even if the above-described art of wired commu-
nication is applied to the wireless communication, by varia-
tion in a period of time required for processing the packet, a
fluctuation occurs in a timing where a receiver regenerates the
signals of the A output and the B output from the received
packet. As aresult, the signals of the rotary encoder cannot be
reliably regenerated as same as the signals in the remote
control device. In a case where such a fluctuation occurs, an
operation to the rotary encoder cannot be smoothly replicated
in the industrial machine (the machine tool), thus causing the
stage or the loader to move in an unnatural manner.

Preferred embodiments of the present invention were
developed focusing on such problems, and provide, in a
remote control device in which wireless communication is
used, a receiver of the remote control device in which an
operation to the rotary encoder is smoothly replicated.

A receiver of a remote control device according to a pre-
ferred embodiment of the present invention includes a
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receiver configured to receive by wireless communication, a
packet having a count value of edges of pulse signals, which
are output from an encoder, per a predetermined period and to
obtain the count value from the received packet, a register
configured to retain the count value based on a write signal
input from the receiver, and a pulse regenerating circuit
including a counter in which the count value of the register is
set based on the write signal input from the receiver, and
configured to regenerate the pulse signals at an edge period
that corresponds to the count value set in the counter in the
predetermined period that corresponds to the write signal.
The pulse regenerating circuit is configured to reset the
counter in a case where a new write signal is input before an
end of the predetermined period that corresponds to a write
signal input most recently, to set in the counter, a count value
newly set in the register, and to regenerate the pulse signals at
an edge period that corresponds to the new count value.

With this configuration, in a case where processing of
receiving the packet having the count value is performed
early, regeneration of the present pulse signals is stopped and
regeneration of pulse signals based on the new count value is
started, thus allowing smooth replication of an operation to
the encoder. Furthermore, a state is prevented where,
although transmission from the remote control device has
been completed, delay of every packet accumulates and
regenerated signals continue to be output from the receiver.

To prevent an unnatural movement while preventing an
increase in a circuit size, the pulse regenerating circuit in
which a plurality of the edge periods is preferably set in
advance in accordance with count values preferably regener-
ates the pulse signals at the edge period that corresponds to
the count value.

The encoder preferably may be an rotary encoder.

The receiver preferably may be configured to function as
an access point of a wireless LAN.

Since various preferred embodiments of the present inven-
tion have the above-described configurations, in a case where
the processing of receiving the packet is performed early, the
regeneration of the present pulse signals is stopped and the
regeneration of the new pulse signals is started, thus allowing
the smooth replication of the operation to the encoder.

The above and other elements, features, steps, characteris-
tics and advantages of the present invention will become more
apparent from the following detailed description of the pre-
ferred embodiments with reference to the attached drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram schematically illustrating a remote
control device and a receiver thereof according to a preferred
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2A is an explanatory diagram relating to pulse signals
regenerated by the receiver.

FIG. 2B is an explanatory diagram relating to pulse signals
regenerated by the receiver.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Next, a remote control device of an industrial machine and
a receiver thereof according to preferred embodiments of the
present invention will be described with reference to the
accompanying drawings.

As schematically illustrated in FIG. 1, a remote control
device 1 of an industrial machine M and a receiver 2 thereof
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are configured to communicate with each other by use of a
wireless communication technology defined by IEEE802.11,
for example.

As illustrated in FIG. 1, the remote control device 1 of the
industrial machine M includes a wireless communication unit
10 configured to be capable of wirelessly communicating
with the receiver 2 of the industrial machine M, an LED
(Light Emitting Diode) 11 configured to display various types
of states, a switch 12 used for an operation, a rotary encoder
13 used for the operation, a counter 14, a timer 15, and a serial
communication unit 16. The rotary encoder 13 is configured
to output pulse signals having an A output and a B output
while being rotated by the operation. The pulse signals of the
A output and the B output have a phase difference of 90
degrees. The counter 14 is configured to count edges of the
pulse signals (the A output, the B output) output from the
rotary encoder 13. The edges of the pulse signals include a
rising of a pulse or a falling of the pulse. The serial commu-
nication unit 16 is configured to be capable of transferring by
serial communication a count value of the counter to a SOC
(System On a Chip) 17 connected to the wireless communi-
cation unit 10. The timer 15 is configured to perform inter-
ruption processing on the SOC 17 at every predetermined
period. The interruption processing is processing in which the
count value of the counter 14 is transmitted to the receiver 2
via the serial communication unit 16 and the wireless com-
munication unit 10. Consequently, a packet including the
count value of the edges of the pulse signals (the A output, the
B output), which are output from the encoder 13, per a pre-
determined period is transmitted from the remote control
device 1.

In the present preferred embodiment, the counter 14, the
timer 15, and the serial communication unit 16 preferably are
implemented by a FPGA (Field Programmable Gate Array),
but may be implemented by a gate array, for example. In the
present preferred embodiment, since an incremental rotary
encoder is preferably used, the count value indicates a relative
change in a rotational position and is only a (plus/minus) sign
representing a rotational direction, and a number of counts.

The receiver 2 of the remote control device 1 includes, as
illustrated in FIG. 1, a receiver 20 configured to receive the
packet by wireless communication and to obtain the count
value from the received packet, a register 21, and a pulse
regenerating circuit 22.

The receiver 20 includes a wireless communication unit
20a configured to be capable of wirelessly communicating
with the remote control device 1, a SOC (System On a Chip)
205 connected to the wireless communication unit 20q, and a
serial communication unit 20¢ configured to be capable of
performing serial communication with the SOC 205. Upon
receiving the packet including the count value, the wireless
communication unit 20a obtains the count value from the
received packet and transmits the count value to the serial
communication unit 20c¢ via the SOC 205. Upon receiving the
count value, the serial communication unit 20c¢ inputs a write
signal (WRITE in the drawing) to the register 21 to cause the
register 21 to retain the count value, and inputs the write
signal (RESET in the drawing) to the pulse regenerating
circuit 22. The wireless communication unit 20a serving as
the receiver 20 is configured to define and function as an
access point of a wireless LAN.

When a pulse of the write signal is input, the register 21 sets
the new count value to retain the count value.

The pulse regenerating circuit 22 includes a counter 22a in
which when the write signal (also referred to as a reset signal)
is input, the count value of the register 21 is set, and a timer
22b configured to measure a predetermined period T. The
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period T measured by the timer 225 is set so as to correspond
to a period of a timer 15 of the remote control device 1.

In the pulse regenerating circuit 22, a plurality of edge
periods is set in advance in accordance with count values. For
example, in a case where the period T is about 12.8 msec and
the count value is —2~1, the edge period is preferably set to
about 6.4 msec. In a case where the count value is 3~2, -4~-3,
the edge period is preferably set to about 3.2 msec, for
example. In a case where the count value is 31~16, -32~-17,
the edge period is preferably set to 400 usec, for example. In
a case where the count value is 64~32, —-6~-33, the edge
period is set to 200 psec, for example. In these cases, a circuit
is designed such that the edge period is changed inaccordance
with significant bits of the count value. In such a manner,
since the plurality of edge periods is set in advance in accor-
dance with count values, without using a dividing circuit of
dividing one predetermined period by the count value, edges
are distributed in a uniform or substantially uniform manner
over the predetermined period T, thus allowing prevention of
an unnatural movement of an industrial equipment and con-
trol of a circuit size of a receiver.

As illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2A, when a pulse WR1 of the
write signal is input, in the predetermined period T that cor-
responds to the pulse WR1 of the write signal, the pulse
regenerating circuit 22 outputs the pulse signals (the A output,
the B output) at an edge period W1 that corresponds to a first
count value set in the register 21 and the counter 224. Fur-
thermore, when a next pulse WR2 of the write signal is input,
in the predetermined period T that corresponds to the pulse
WR2 of the write signal, the pulse regenerating circuit 22
outputs the pulse signals (the A output, the B output) at an
edge period W2 that corresponds to a second count value.

As illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2B, when a new pulse WR2'
of'the write signal is input before an end of the predetermined
period T that corresponds to a pulse WR1' of the write signal
input most recently, the pulse regenerating circuit 22 is con-
figured to reset the counter 22a, to set in the counter 22aq, a
count value newly set in the register 21, and then to regenerate
the pulse signals at an edge period that corresponds to the new
count value (a second count value in FIG. 2B). In other words,
when the pulse WR2' of the write signal is input while the
pulse signals are being regenerated at the edge period W1
based on a first count value, the pulse regenerating circuit 22
stops outputting the pulse signals based on the first count
value and regenerates the pulse signals at the edge period W2
based on the new second count value. In addition, when the
pulse WR2' of the write signal is input, the timer 2254 is also
reset. The timer 224 starts measuring the predetermined
period T from the beginning.

In the present preferred embodiment, the serial communi-
cation unit 20c¢, the register 21, and the pulse regenerating
circuit 22 are preferably implemented by a FPGA (Field
Programmable Gate Array), but may be implemented by a
gate array, an ASIC (Application Specific Integrated Circuit),
a DSP(Digital Signal Processor), and the like, for example.

As described above, the receiver 2 of the remote control
device 1 of the present preferred embodiment includes the
receiver 20 configured to receive by the wireless communi-
cation, the packet having the count value of the edges per the
predetermined period T of the pulse signals output from the
encoder 13 and to obtain the count value from the received
packet, the register 21 configured to retain the count value
based on the write signal input from the receiver 20, and the
pulse regenerating circuit 22 having the counter 224 in which
the count value of the register 21 is set based on the write
signal input from the receiver 20, and configured to regener-
ate the pulse signals at the edge period that corresponds to the
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count value set in the counter 22a in the predetermined period
T that corresponds to the write signal. When the new pulse
WR2' of the write signal is input before the end of the prede-
termined period T that corresponds to the pulse WR1' of the
write signal input most recently, the pulse regenerating circuit
22 resets the counter 22a, sets in the counter 22a, the count
value newly set in the register 21, and then regenerates the
pulse signals at the edge period that corresponds to the new
count value.

With the configuration, when processing of receiving the
packet including the count value is performed early, regen-
eration of the present pulse signals is stopped and regenera-
tion of pulse signals based on the new count value is started,
thus allowing smooth replication of an operation to the
encoder. Furthermore, a state is prevented where although the
transmission from the remote control device has been com-
pleted, delay of every packet accumulates and regenerated
signals continue to be output from the receiver.

In the present preferred embodiment, the pulse regenerat-
ing circuit 22 in which the plurality of edge periods is set in
advance in accordance with count values regenerates the
pulse signals at the edge period that corresponds to the count
value.

In such a manner, since the plurality of edge periods is set
in advance in accordance with count values, without using the
dividing circuit to divide a predetermined period by the count
value, the edges are distributed in a uniform or substantially
uniform manner over the predetermined period, thus allowing
control of increase in circuit size and prevention of the
unnatural movement.

In the present preferred embodiment, an encoder is a rotary
encoder and therefore is preferable as an example of applica-
tion of the present invention.

In the present preferred embodiment, the receiver 20 is
configured to function as the access point of the wireless LAN
and therefore is preferable as an example of application of the
present invention.

Tlustrative configurations of each component are not lim-
ited to the above-described preferred embodiments, and vari-
ous modifications may be made without departing from the
scope of the present invention.

While preferred embodiments of the present invention
have been described above, it is to be understood that varia-
tions and modifications will be apparent to those skilled in the
art without departing from the scope and spirit of the present
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invention. The scope of the present invention, therefore, is to
be determined solely by the following claims.
What is claimed is:
1. A receiver of a remote control device comprising:
a receiver configured to receive by wireless communica-
tion, a packet including a count value of edges of pulse
signals per a predetermined period, the pulse signals
being output from an encoder, and to obtain the count
value from the received packet;
a register configured to retain the count value based on a
write signal input from the receiver; and
a pulse regenerating circuit including a counter in which
the count value of the register is set based on the write
signal input from the receiver, and configured to regen-
erate the pulse signals at an edge period that corresponds
to the count value set in the counter in the predetermined
period that corresponds to the write signal; wherein
the pulse regenerating circuit is configured and pro-
grammed to:
regenerate the pulse signals at the edge period that cor-
responds to the count value set in the counter in the
predetermined period that corresponds to the write
signal;

reset the counter in a case in which a new write signal is
input before an end of the predetermined period that
corresponds to a write signal input most recently; and

set in the counter, a new count value that is newly set in
the register, and regenerate the pulse signals at an
edge period that corresponds to the new count value.

2. The receiver of the remote control device according to
claim 1, wherein the pulse regenerating circuit in which a
plurality of the edge periods is set in advance in accordance
with count values is configured to regenerate the pulse signals
at the edge period that corresponds to the count value.

3. The receiver of the remote control device according to
claim 1, wherein the encoder is a rotary encoder.

4. The receiver of the remote control device according to
claim 2, wherein the encoder is a rotary encoder.

5. The receiver of the remote control device according to
claim 1, wherein the receiver is configured to function as an
access point of a wireless LAN.

6. The receiver of the remote control device according to
claim 1, further comprising a timer configured to measure the
predetermined period and to be reset by the write signal.
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